GOLF CLUB RACK FOR MOTORCYCLE 
CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This application is based on and claims the priority date of co-pending provisional patent 
application Serial No. 60/395,105, filed July 11, 2002. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
While motorcycles are fun to ride, they sometimes present problems when it is necessary 
to transport cargo. Saddle bags and trailers exist for carrying most things, but elongated cargo, such 
as golf clubs or other long things are more difficult to transport. The problem is compounded when 
it is important not to drill holes in or otherwise permanently modify the motorcycle, and when it is 
desired to be able to quickly and simply mount and dismount the carrier. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a rack or attachment mechanism for carrying elongated 
cargo such as golf clubs on a motorcycle. A preferred embodiment of the invention is specifically 
configured to work with existing Harley Davidson motorcycles. The invention includes a U-shaped 
cradle that mounts to a unique bracket that may be attached to pre-existing fender holes in a Harley 
Davidson motorcycle. A single bolt extends through an opening in a cradle mounting plate to lock 
the cradle to the mounting bracket on the motorcycle. The cradle itself may be removed by 
removing the single bolt, with the non-obtrusive mounting bracket remaining in place. An 
important advantage of the present invention is the adaptation thereof to the existing Harley 
Davidson motorcycle framing system. The bracket of the present invention uniquely allows a 
"reversible" modification to the Harley Davidson motorcycle, such that the entire system may be 
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removed from the motorcycle and the motorcycle restored to its original condition at the desire of 
the owner, without leaving any visible modifications to the original motorcycle. This is particularly 
desirable from the standpoint of a motorcycle such as a Harley Davidson, which has increased value 
in its original, unmodified state. 

These and other features, objects, and benefits of the invention will be recognized by one 
having ordinary skill in the art and by those who practice the invention, from the specification, the 
claims, and the drawing figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF 
THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 
FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of the rear portion of a motorcycle, such as a Harley 
Davidson Sportser or Dyna Glide, with the Harley Davidson Softail motorcycle not having the tail 
light extending outwardly from the side of the fender between the mounting bolts. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic side view of the motorcycle fender of FIG. 1, showing the mounting 
bracket installed in existing holes in the fender, with the tail light being removed for illustration 
purposes. 

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the motorcycle of FIG. 1, showing the manner in which 
the golf club rack of the present invention is mounted on the fender. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a mounting bracket for the Sportster or Dyna Series 
motorcycles of Harley Davidson. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a mounting bracket for the Softail models of Harley 
Davidson motorcycles. 



- 2 - 



FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the mounting bracket for the Sportster and Dyna Series 
of Harley Davidson motorcycles. 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of the mounting bracket for the Softail model of Harley 
Davidson motorcycles. 

FIG. 8 is a side elevational view of the mounting block employed with the mounting bracket 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing the rack of the present invention in mounting position 
with respect to a motorcycle. 

FIG. 10 is a perspective view showing the mounting bracket of the present invention 
mounted on a Sportster or Dyna Series Harley Davidson motorcycle. 

FIG. 1 1 is a plan view of the mounting bracket of FIG. 10, showing the manner in which the 
bracket is bolted to the fenders of a motorcycle. 

FIG. 12 is a perspective view showing the cradle mounting plate and support flange for the 
golf club cradle that mounts on the fender mounting bracket by a single bolt. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Referring to the drawings, a motorcycle 10 includes a rear wheel 12, a rear fender 14, and 
a seat 16. The figure illustrates a motorcycle construction that is roughly comparable to the 
construction of a Harley Davidson Sportster or Dyna Series motorcycle. A bracket 18 is mounted 
by holes 20 through the side offender 14. A tail light 22 mounted on an arm 24 extends outwardly 
from the side of the motorcycle. A Harley Davidson Softail motorcycle is similar in construction, 
but does not have the tail light and arm extending outwardly from the side of the motorcycle in 
between holes 20. 
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A rack 26 constructed in accordance with the present invention comprises a cradle 28 that 
is mountable by a unique mounting bracket 30 to the existing holes 20 in the fender of the 
motorcycle by a single removable mounting bolt 82 (FIG. 3). 

One embodiment of mounting bracket 30 is shown in FIG. 2. Mounting bracket 30 
comprises a flat, chrome-plated plate having openings 32 that mate with openings 20 that already 
exist in the motorcycle fender. The model of the present invention employed with the Sportster and 
Dyna models of the Harley Davidson includes a flat, chrome-plated mounting plate 31 that is 
formed of solid steel and laser cut so as to be 8 % inches long. The bracket has one 5/16 inch 
diameter hole at each end used to attach the mounting bracket to existing holes 20 in the vehicle 
fender. Bolts 34, shown in FIG. 1 1 are used for this purpose. The bolts are 5/16 inches in diameter 
and 1 3 /4 inches long. 3 x /% inches from the front end of the plate is a 3 A inch hole, which is used to 
weld a mounting block 38 having an inwardly threaded opening 40 to the mounting plate. The 
opening in the mounting block is vertically oriented. The mounting block is a 1 inch cube having a 
5/8-11 tapped and threaded hole through the non-cut surface end. The mounting block is welded 
on the mounting plate with the 5/8 inch hole oriented in a vertical direction and angled upwardly 
approximately 1/16 of an inch. This is to make sure that the rack is attached to the mount in a 
vertical position when on the bike. Finally, at the left side or rear side is a 1 1/16 long upwardly 
extending recess 42. This allows the bracket to fit over the tail light and fasten to the bike. 

A similar bracket 44 is employed for the Softail model of the Harley Davidson 
motorcycle. Bracket 44 comprises an elongated mounting plate 46 formed of solid steel laser cut 
plate 1 1 1/8 inches long. Plate 46 has one 3/8 inch hole 48 and a slot 50 7/8 inches long and 3/8 
inches wide in the opposite end of the bracket mounting plate. The hole and slot are used to attach 
the mount to the bike using 3/8 by 2 inches bolts. Finally, a 3 A inches hole 52 is formed 3 5/8 inches 
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from the front end of the mounting plate for mounting a mounting block 38 of the same type used 
for bracket 30. The block is welded on the mounting plate with the opening 40 therein in a 
substantially vertical position, but being angled up from the rear to the front of the bike 1/16 of an 
inch in order to make sure that the rack is vertical when on the bike. 

The construction of the cradle 28 is shown in FIGS. 3 and 1 1 . Cradle 28 includes three 
elongated chrome plated tubes 54, 56, and 58, with tube 58 being positioned between tubes 54 and 
56 and with the tubes being oriented in a semi-circular cross sectional configuration. Semi-circular 
straps 60, 62, and 64 at the top, middle, and bottom of the cradle hold the rods in a semi-circular 
configuration. A base 66 formed of a plastic or composite material or metal is attached to the 
bottom of the rods and forms a base for supporting the golf clubs. Straps 68 and 70 at the lower and 
upper portions of the cradle extend between rods 54 and 56 and hold golf bag 72 (shown in 
phantom in FIG. 3) in the rack. 

The manner in which the cradle is mounted on the mounting bracket is shown in FIG. 3. 
A mounting flange 74 extends forwardly from an intermediate position where it is welded on center 
rod or tube 58. A slot 76 in the mounting flange accommodates a horizontal mounting plate 78 that 
is welded to the mounting flange and extends forwardly therefrom. An opening 80 in the forward 
end of mounting plate 78 mates with opening 40 in mounting block 38 when the cradle is mounted 
on the mounting bracket. Downwardly extending stop plate 79 abuts the outer surface of block 38. 
A bolt 82 extends downwardly through the mounting plate opening 80 into threaded opening 40 to 
securely attach the cradle to the side of the motorcycle. Mounting plate is oriented at an angle with 
respect to the orientation of rods 54, 56, and 58, such that the cradle is inclined inwardly at an angle 
of about 30 degrees when mounted on the motorcycle. This prevents the clubs from falling out 
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when the motorcycle is operated and turned and also tends to keep the golf clubs in a more centered 
position over the back of the motorcycle. 

An important feature of the present invention is that the mounting bracket is unobtrusive 
and can be mounted substantially permanently on the motorcycle simply by bolting it to the existing 
mounting holes in the fender. Thus, the cradle for the golf clubs can be mounted and dismounted 
from the motorcycle as desired, using the simple, one bolt attachment mechanism. 

When it is desired to remove the rack from the motorcycle permanently, the mounting 
plate can easily be removed by removing bolts 34 and reinstalling the original bolts. Thus, the 
motorcycle can be restored to its original condition without any modification of the motorcycle. 

The foregoing represents exemplary embodiments of the preferred practice of the present 
invention. However, it should be understood that various changes and modifications may be made 
in the arrangements and details of construction of the embodiments disclosed herein without 
departing of the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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